The Spirit - Byron Presbyterian Church  JAN-FEB 2010
The Basics

Sunday  Worship happens at 9:45 AM

Christian Education for K-6th on Sunday mornings.

Nursery Care is available for young children

Church office phone is 548-2800

Contact Pastor James Renfrew at 548-2800 or office@byronfpc.org

Please note:  this web page version of our newsletter omits a great deal of personal information about our members.  

Church Information

Sunday Worship & Sunday School:  9:45 AM

Church Office:  548-2800  

Church Web Page:   www.byronfpc.org

Pastor:  James Renfrew [pastor@byronfpc.org]

Clerk of Session:  Mary Ann Blair 

Treasurer:  Robin Glazier 

Organist:  Elizabeth Weber 

Board of Trustees:  Marc Kenward  

Sexton:  Rhonda Hickey  

Secretary:  Janet Pike [office@byronfpc.org]
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water. Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove”   [Matt.3:16]

Annual Meeting,Sunday, January 24,2010

     The Annual Meeting of the First Presbyterian Church of Byron has been called by Session to take place on Sunday, January 24th.  The purpose of the meeting is to renew our congregation’s vision, to hear reports of the various boards and committees, to receive 2009 financial reports, to review the 2010 proposed budget, and to elect new elders, deacons, trustees, and congregational representatives to the 2010 Nominating Committee.  

     A light meal will be served after worship before the Annual Meeting.   All members and friends of the church are invited and encouraged to attend!

Pancake Breakfast

Benefit for the Byron Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, February 7th, 8:00 am – Noon, Byron Fire Hall, $6 adults, $3 Children

Great Gift Baskets raffled at Noon.  If your family is willing to create a gift basket to be raffled, please speak to Laura Platt.

Spaghetti Dinner

Youth Group Fundraiser

Sunday, February 21st, 11:00 AM—2:00 PM, Adults $6, Children $4

We’re raising funds to support our summer mission plans.

“Embodying Hope” 2010 Bible Reading Guide Available

     The 2010 Bible Reading Guide theme is Embodying Hope. The summary theme text is Romans 15:13, "May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit." 

     Each month has a theme about Embodying Hope, which carries through the daily readings for the month. Typical themes are: (Feb.) Embodying Hope and Sharing God's Love, (May) Embodying Hope and Being Renewed by the Holy Spirit, (Aug.) Embodying Hope and Encouraging Others in Faith, (Oct.) Embodying Hope and Working for Peace and Justice, and (Dec.) Embodying Hope and Spreading Joy to Everyone. Given the state of the economy and turmoil, terrorism, and calamity in the world, the theme of Hope seems quite timely.

     Our sincere thanks to the Rev. David Franke for making these daily Bible Reading Guides available to our congregation.  They can be found on the table in the back of the sanctuary or in the back hallway.  

We’re Still Going Green!

     Since September we have been sending out our newsletter to many of our readers as an e-mail attachment.  The experiment appears to be working well, so many of you will continue to be receiving your newsletter that way from now on.  

      If you are receiving this in your postal mailbox, it means that we don’t have your e-mail address yet.  You can help us “Go Green” by sending your e-mail address to our secretary, Janet Pike, at office@byronfpc.org, or by calling the church office.  Those without e-mail capability, of course, will continue to receive their newsletters by first class mail.  “Going green” means less use of paper, reduced use of copier toner, and savings of hundreds of dollars on postage each year. 

      By the way, you can provide multiple addresses to us so different family members can each receive their own copy!  We are happy to send this newsletter far and wide. We will treat your e-address as confidential information, not to be published or given out to others unless we have your permission.

Love Letters

     Did you ever receive a love letter?  You  read it over and over,  backwards and forwards,  trying to distill every loving detail from it.  Now, imagine that  this the same way that God receives your prayers, not just adding your name to a long list, but becoming fully immersed in every detail  that you offer  in your prayer.     

     Our prayer chain is ready to help you send your  love letters to God , so give us a call and  we’ll get to work with lots of prayers.  
2010 Offering Envelopes

      We thank all who have made a financial commitment to the church for 2010.  Please note that there is an envelope marked “Per Capita”.  Per Capita, set at $25.82, represents each church member’s fair share of the administrative expenses of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley, Synod of the Northeast, and the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Members  typically contribute this amount during January, but any other time during 2010 would be fine, too.

      A box of offering envelopes, and periodic financial statements, are made available to all who submitted an “Estimate of Giving” card during our Stewardship effort.
      We are happy to provide a box of offering envelopes to any other adults or youth who wish them.  Please note that if you did not submit an Estimate of Giving card, an annual financial statement (especially useful for tax purposes) can be provided only if you notify the church office during January that you would like us to keep track of these contributions.      [Stewardship Committee]

Deacons
     The Deacon’s continue to meet monthly.  The collection of food items and grocery bags for the emergency food program through the Salvation Army is ongoing.  Any and all nonperishable food items are welcome. The Salvation Army has a huge need with more families in need of some help, so it is much appreciated.   We collected donations of food to provide Thanksgiving dinner for 3 families.  We also have collected donated items from the congregation to provide Christmas gifts for two families.      

     The generosity of our congregations is astonishing! Thank you to everyone who donated for these worthy causes.   We continue to send many cards and there has been visitation as requested.  The Deacon’s also organized a luncheon to follow the memorial service of our good friend Jerry McCracken.  There are many good books available in our library at the church.  Sign one out to read on a cold winter night!  There are also many donated videos, so if you need something for your kids to do when trapped inside because of the bad weather, sign out a video to watch.  It is free and very convenient.    

     Deacon Committee:  Kathy George, Bridgette Yaxley, Lynne George, Harley George, Faline Tyler, Doris Hillabush, Jane Ezard, Luan Riner, and  Pam Lynch.  [Pam Boshart Lynch, Deacons]
“We remember …  how you put your faith into practice, how your love made you work so hard, 

and how your hope  in the Lord Jesus Christ is firm.”    [I Thessalonians 1:3]
Session Notes     

     The December Session meeting was moderated by the Rev. Bob Kaiser.  Clerk of Session Mary Ann Blair reported that the annual review of Session minutes by the Presbytery found “no exceptions”, an “A Plus” grade for Mary Ann, in other words!

     The Annual Meeting is called for Sunday, January 24th following worship.  A joint meeting of all elders, deacons and trustees is scheduled for Thursday, January 28th, 7:30 PM.  As in past years, the Presbytery is holding a Leadership Development Day on Saturday, February 27th at the Perinton Presbyterian Church.  This is especially useful for new church officers. 

     The Worship Committee has been working hard to schedule guest preachers in Rev. Renfrew’s absence and to develop a full Advent program.  

     Trustees met with the organ repair company to develop a plan for enclosing and warming key components of the organ.  The Haitz company is giving a $1300 refund from this summer’s warrantee roof repair work   The paper bin is full and Robin Glazier is checking on getting a second bin.

     The Stewardship Committee reported that as of DEC 13 fifty commitments have been received for 2010, totaling approximately $71,738.  This is better than last year.  Some fundraisers will be needed to meet budget.

     Session will need to have a special meeting to approve the 2010 Budget following the Annual Meeting.

 [Mary Ann Blair, Clerk of Session]

Natural Church Development:  “Passionate Spirituality”
     “Passionate Spirituality is one of the eight quality characteristics of growing churches.  Depending on the spiritual tradition of a church, the way passion is expressed can vary significantly.  Spiritual passion is not linked to one specific spiritual style, but is an essential part of every style.  Without passion neither spiritual growth  nor church growth is possible.  Spiritual passion is a synonym for a living, constantly growing  relationship with the triune God.”    [The 3 Colors of Your Spirituality, p. 26]  A copy of this new NCD book is available for you to read from Rev. Jim Renfrew.  
Preaching Themes For January and February

JAN 3    John 1:1-18   The Word in the World  
JAN 10  Luke 3:15-17  What’s in Your Gladware? (Wayne Marion)
JAN 17  John 2:1-11   When the Wine Runs Out  
JAN 24  Luke 4:16-21   Wayne Marion preaching

JAN 31  Luke 4:21-30   Angry?  Who, Me?

FEB 7     Luke 5:1-11     Afraid?  Who, Me?

FEB 14   Luke 9:28-36  Your Picture of Jesus

FEB 21   Luke 4:1-13     How Many Days?

FEB 28  Psalm 27         Where Do You Live?

Abitibi Paper Retriever Program 

      We want everyone’s newspapers, magazines, office and school papers, shopping catalogs, mail, envelopes, folders, fax and copy paper, colored paper!    Bring it to the bins behind the church – it’s that easy!  No cardboard, please.  We earn $5 per ton.  
Tables & Chairs
     Folding tables and chairs may be loaned to church members free of charge.  Non-members are charged a fee of $5 per table plus $5 for each set of five chairs.  Those wishing to borrow these must make arrangements well in advance with the Church Secretary, 548-2800.

Nooma

      On the fourth Sunday of most months after worship we’ve been viewing Nooma DVDs.  “Nooma” is the Greek word for Spirit, “Pneuma”.  It’s always a lively conversation.  Nooma will happen on Sunday, January 31st and Sunday, February 28th.

Resource Saturday 

At the Presbytery Resource Center, 1190 Winton Road South

All courses are FREE!  Pre-registration requested for all courses. Contact Susan Orr , 242-0099.

Saturday January 16, 9:30–11am:  
Registration Deadline: Thursday January 14

Five Wishes - A Living Will with a Heart and Soul.   Leader: Rev. Martha Moler, Assistant to the Pastor, Webster Presbyterian Church.  Come one—come all! Pastors, church members and everyone 18 years old or more.  Have you found yourself witness to the heart wrenching choices some one else had to make when a loved one was no longer able to speak for themselves?  Wouldn’t it be simpler if we all would take the time to make the choices ourselves before there was a need?  “Too hard—not now.” Over 8 million people have given the gift of Five Wishes to their families, pastors, doctors and responsible Health Care Agents. This simple, complete, and legally binding document lets YOU make the choices concerning personal, emotional and spiritual needs as well as your medical wishes.  The best way to teach others is to do it yourself first—so that’s what we will be doing. We will also discuss the Next Steps in making this one of your most important papers.

The Six Choices for Mainline Congregations.  Leader: Linda Badger Becker, General Presbyter.  Unless you've been living in a cave, you already know the mainline church has been in serious decline over the last decade and more. Forecasts of doom and gloom are all too likely to come true unless something changes. In his book, I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church, Paul Nixon (United Methodist pastor) candidly challenges all congregational leaders, clergy and lay together, to make a commitment to that change by making six important choices. Come find out what they are. Join us for an overview and riveting conversation. It is not necessary to have read the book first. Order the book by Tuesday December 15 for just $12. Contact Susan Orr, 242-0099.

Mission Report

MANY THANKS!  On behalf of the mission committee, many thanks to the following participants who helped or donated items for a Sunday Celebration at Cameron Community Ministry : Don & Marilyn Britt, Kylie Britt, Michaela Kenward, Barb Emerson, Luan Riner, David Franke, Marc & Pam Kenward and Kathy George. Cameron services people of all ages in the Cameron Street/Lyell Ave area in Rochester. They provide many services, including handing out hygiene products, clothing, and books, providing lunches, afterschool programming, summer programming for children, Sunday Celebrations, and many more services. Those that attended (about 60) the Sunday Celebration we hosted on December 6 enjoyed warm chicken and biscuits with vegetables, apples, salad, homemade cookies, coffee, and milk. They were so appreciative of the warm meal and kudos to Michaela, Kylie and Marilyn who entertained with a neat skit, and special thanks to David Franke for coordinating the small worship service. Hope you can join us next time we travel to Cameron, or take some time to check out the services they offer on their website and see in which ways you might be able to help out!

SALVATION ARMY BELL-RINGING:  On December 22, several people will be ringing the bell for Salvation Army's Red Kettle Campaign at Tops in LeRoy. Thank you for taking time out of a busy holiday season to help raise much needed funding to benefit those most in need in the Genesee County area. 

SAVE THE DATE!  We are looking at a mission type event for January 30--with an opportunity to benefit some local non-profits including Crossroads House and the Backpack Program, as well as raising some credit towards items for the church kitchen. Please save the date and watch the bulletins for more information.

YOUTH INTERNATIONAL MISSION:  Our youth are exploring the idea of an international mission trip for 3 years out. They were very enthusiastic about the idea and we are currently looking at a location as well as what it takes to coordinate and fund-raise for this effort. [Pam Kenward, Mission Committee]
The Byron Dig Needs You!

     One of North America’s most important archaeology sites is right in Byron. Through 27 years of digging by volunteers, including your friends and neighbors, fossils and artifacts have been wrested from the ground to tell the story of Byron from the Ice Age to the present.

     Now the Byron Dig needs your help. The economic climate prevents the Buffalo Museum of Science, for the first time in 27 years, from funding this project. For it to continue, it needs support from you and people like you. Please consider a donation in any amount, payable to “Buffalo Museum of Science - Byron Dig.” Mail it to: Buffalo Museum of Science, c/o Michelle Rudnicki, 1020 Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo, NY 14211.             

     There will be a board displayed at the Byron Dig listing donors in categories for contributions of $150 or more. [Richard Laub, Buffalo Museum]
Trustees Report        

     Our thanks to all the volunteers who helped mow and maintain the church yard this past year. You are all truly a blessing.   Remember that funny looking pipe hanging from the front of the Church this past summer?. It was intended to be a one-way exit for the bats residing in our attic. Perhaps it did work as an "out" for the bats, but unfortunately, we had more "access" into the attic than anticipated.  Trustees are considering some improvements to the Church organ's "mechanicals". Earlier this year, Parsons, the firm that maintains our organ, brought to our attention numerous concerns that if not addressed, will shorten the organ's remaining service life. One of the most cost effective improvements they recommended is to enclose the organ's air blower in its own room and install duct work to pull warm air from the fellowship hall rather than cold damp air from the attic. This work will most likely be done over the winter, starting with the installation of a pull-down stair in the ceiling of the fellowship hallway to improve access to the attic and the organ room.    

     Trustees are also considering replacement of the organ's air blower with a quieter and potentially more efficient unit at an estimated cost of $6,200 (it currently rests on an old tire to dampen its noise and vibration...we should at least consider a new steel belted radial tire...right Mr. Sloat?). The current blower & motor, to our knowledge, is original to the organ's 1955 installation in our church. We have been fortunate to have had to do only regular yearly maintenance to the organ and (to our knowledge) no major repairs since its 1955 installation. We believe this improvement will significantly preserve the service life of the organ for perhaps two or more decades. 
     Finally, we welcome feedback from members on this potential expenditure to assure ourselves that we are making the right decisions!   There is always plenty of work to do around our old Church building, so if you 
want to lend a hand, please contact me or any trustee!  [Marc Kenward, Trustees]
Youth Winter Retreat
     The Youth Group will celebrate the joys of winter on Saturday, January 23rd at the church! We will meet at the church at 1:00 pm. From there we will head out for an afternoon of sledding and fun winter activities. We will then head back to the church to warm up with hot cocoa and soup (and a variety of other tasty snacks). Youth will spend the evening engaged in a number of group activities, planned by them. We will also spend some time planning our annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser. This is an overnight retreat, so youth will need to bring sleeping bags, pillows, extra clothes and toiletries. They may also bring board games, and a snack to share, if they choose. NO ELECTRONICS—PLEASE! NO CELL PHONES/TEXTING will be permitted during the retreat. If parents wish to contact their children, they may call the church at 548-2800, or they may call Tamara on her cell phone (number will be provided at time of drop-off, Saturday). Parents may pick up their children at the church following worship, Sunday at 10:45 a.m. Just a reminder: youth must provide their activity plans to Ms. Walker by January 9, 2010, all of which should have a Christian theme. They are also responsible for providing whatever materials are needed for their activities the night of the retreat. Chaperones are needed! If you are able/willing to drive and/or chaperone, please contact Tamara.

Youth Spaghetti Dinner
     The Youth Group will be hosting its annual Spaghetti Dinner, Sunday, February 21, 2010, 11 am - 2 pm. Proceeds will benefit the youth’s summer mission plans, and supplement the cost of the Presbytery’s Triennium youth conference in Indiana this summer. There will also be a variety of items for sale and auction at the dinner. This is our BIG fundraiser for the year, so PLEASE help us spread the word - tell your friends and family to come! Tickets will be $6.00 for adults and $4.00 for children. If you are willing to donate food items (spaghetti, sauce, meatballs, Italian bread, dessert, or salad), or items for the auction, please contact Tamara. Thank you for supporting our youth projects!
Faith Journaling

     Youth and adults will continue their Faith Journaling January 10 and February 7, 2010. In January, our theme is Humility and in February our theme is…you guessed it…Love. Please bring any Bible verses, stories, poems, and/or pictures which demonstrate what these qualities (humility and love) mean to you. ALL are welcome! If anyone is willing to prepare a meal for any of the Faith Journaling programs, please contact Tamara.

Bring a Friend Sunday

     The Christian Education Committee is hosting our annual Bring-A-Friend Sunday on February 14th.  We are planning a special fellowship hour following worship, and tokens of welcome/friendship for our guests. What day could be more perfect than Valentine’s Day to show someone how much you care? We hope you’ll bring someone special, and introduce them to our church family.

Bible Study 4 & 5

     *Please note! The December Bible study has been moved to the first Tuesday in January to avoid the holiday crush. We will therefore be having two in January, one on the 5th and one on the 26th.

     Our Jan. 5th study will continue to focus on the parables. Please bring your favorite parable to discuss!

During our last meeting we discussed the Parables of:


The Mustard Seed


The Workers in the Vineyard


The Good Samaritan


The Lost Son

as well as touching on several others. The topic for the Jan. 26th study has not been set yet.   [Jim Moore]
